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First record of Bamenda Apalis Apalis bamendae for Nigeria 

Charles Ayuk Nsof, Elijah Nicodemusb and Usman Bashirub 

Premiere mention de l’Apalis du Bamenda Apalis bamendae pour le Nigeria. Le 12 fevrier 2013, un 

Apalis du Bamenda Apalis bamendae a ete capture et photographic dans la Foret classee de Ngel Nyaki 

(07°05’N 11°04’E), a Pest du Nigeria. II s’agit de la premiere mention pour le pays de cette espece, qui etait 

consideree comme endemique au Cameroun. 

On 12 February 2013 at 11.10 hrs, we mist- 

netted a small, mainly pale grey warbler 

with a rufous ’face’ at Ngel Nyaki Forest Reserve 

(07°05’N 11°04’E), Taraba State, Nigeria, which 

we tentatively identified as Bamenda Apalis 

Apalis bamendae (Figs. 1-3). We forwarded 

photographs to Dr Shiiwua Manu and 

Ron Demey, both of whom confirmed the 

identification. 

This is the first record for Nigeria of 

Bamenda Apalis, which was considered endemic 

to Cameroon, where it is a not uncommon to 

locally common resident in the Bamenda highlands 

and the Adamawa Plateau (Borrow & Demey 

2001). Ngel Nyaki Forest Reserve is located at 

the eastern edge of the Mambilla Plateau and is 

43 km2 in extent, of which c.7.5 km2 comprises 

montane / submontane forest at altitudes of 

1,400-1,600 m (Chapman & Chapman 2001). 

The forest is surrounded by overgrazed grassland 

and savannah (Dowsett-Lemaire 1989). It is an 

Important Bird Area (IBA) and harbours several 

species restricted to the Cameroon Mountains 

Endemic Bird Area, including Western Mountain 

Greenbul Andropadus tephrolaemus, Cameroon 

Olive Greenbul Phyllastrephuspoensis, Black-capped 

Woodland Warbler Phylloscopus herberti, Cameroon 

Sunbird Cyanomitra oritis, Yellow-breasted Boubou 

Laniarius atroflavus and Bannerman’s Weaver 

Ploceus bannermani (Ezealor 2001). 

Figures 1-3. Bamenda Apalis / Apalis du Bamenda Apalis bamendae, Ngel Nyaki Forest Reserve, Nigeria, 12 February 

2013 (Charles A. Nsor) 
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Considering the occurrence of several other 

montane forest fragments on the Mambilla 

Plateau that may be suitable for Bamenda Apalis, 

it is recommended to search for the species at 

these sites and organise surveys to establish its 

population size. 

Acknowledgements 

We thank Dr Shiiwua Manu and Ron Demey for 

confirming the identification and encouraging us to 

prepare this note. Hazel Chapman improved a first 

draft. 

References 

Borrow, N. & Demey, R. 2001. Birds of Western Africa. 

London, UK: Christopher Helm. 

Chapman, J. D. & Chapman, H. M. 2001. The Forest 

Flora of Taraha and Adamawa States, Nigeria: 

An Ecological Account and Plant Species Checklist. 

Christchurch: University of Canterbury. 

Dowsett-Lemaire, F. 1989. Physiography and vegetation 

of the highland forests of eastern Nigeria. Tauraco 

Res. Rep. 1: 6-12. 

Ezealor, A. U. 2001. Nigeria. In Fishpool, L. D. C. & 

Evans, M. I. (eds.) Important Bird Areas in Africa 

and Associated Islands: Priority Sites for Conservation. 

Newbury: Pisces Publications & Cambridge, UK: 

BirdLife International. 

a School of Biological Sciences, University of Canterbury, 

4800 Christchurch, New Zealand. E-mail: charlesnsor@ 

yahoo.co.uk 

b Nigerian Montane Forest Project, Taraba State, Nigeria. 

E-mails: elijahmontane@yahoo.co.uk, usbashmontane@ 

yahoo, co. uk 

Received 30 March 2013; revision accepted 6 April 

2013. 

^entaOl 

White-necked Picathartes by Adam Ri^f 

Please visit our website for more information on our 

wide selection of over 80 African bircling tours! 

We also offer customised private tours in addition to our 

scheduled departures. 

Website: www.rockjumperbirding.com 

Email: info@rockjumperbirding.com 

Tel: +27 (0)33 394 0225 

j Rockjumper 

Worldwide Birding Adventures 

Join Rockjumper Birding 

in Africa 
We offer a superb selection of 

unbeatable African birding, photographic 

& wildlife tours, solid value for money & 

a long-established reputation. 

86- Bull ABC Vol 21 No 1 (2014) First record of Bamenda Apalis for Nigeria: Nsor et al. 


